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M cWick ed to end career 
Saturday in TVG Open

The reigning Horse of the Year in the U.S. and Canada has many offers to stand stud.

   En route to concluding another season that?s seen 
McWicked amass $1 million in seasonal earnings and hit $5 
million lifetime, depending on the source, there hadn?t been 
much of a public indication that McWicked wouldn?t be 
continuing next year for another go-around at age 9. But it 
was announced Thursday morning via Facebook by trainer 
Casie Coleman that Saturday?s TVG Open Pace will be the 
final career race for McWicked, who is owned by Ed James. 

   ?It just got decided this morning by Ed,? said Coleman via 
phone. ?For the last two years, he?s had lots of offers to go to 
stud on the table, but Ed wanted to keep racing; he loves 
watching his horse race. 

   ?I almost thought that he was going to race him again next 
year. Originally, we were racing in the final of the TVG to see 
how he did there and then make a decision afterwards 
whether we're going to stud this year or going to race again. 
That was the original plan. And I really did think that we 
were going to race next year but I guess being off a little bit 
?  he got beat in the Breeders Crown and then he came up 
sick ?  the last thing we want to do is cheapen him if he's not 
winning at the top of the level. He's had a great season still. 
He's made a $1 million, but we've got to face the facts, he's 
turning nine now, so it?s not going to get any easier for him 
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because of his age, and Ed called me this morning and said 
that Saturday is going to be his last race, that's going to be 
it.? 

   Retiring as both the second richest pacer of all-time 
(Foiled Again) and the third-fastest horse (Always B Miki, 
Lather Up) of all time with a 1:46.2 mark taken last year at 
age 7, McWicked figures to have every chance to be a top 
stallion. For the next phase of his life, Coleman said that it?s 
currently undecided where McWicked will go to stud at.  

   ?He's got a lot of different options on the table. Basically 
Ontario, New York, Ohio, New Jersey, a bunch of people are 
contacting him, including Australia and New Zealand, where 
it looks like he's going to do double with Down Under, also. 
But nothing's been decided, yet. Ed is going to now start 
talking to some of the stud farms who have been calling 
over the past couple of years and now that he?s ready, we?ll 
meet with some of them Saturday night at the Meadowlands 
and others throughout the week. I'm sure he's going to be 
busy trying to decide where the best place to stand his horse 
is.? 

   With 40 wins through 109 starts, McWicked?s career 
earnings through Standardbred Canada?s TrackIt shows 
$5,086,646, though USTA records show $4,914,342. The 
difference is that Standardbred Canada reflects earnings at 

par and the USTA converts Canadian earnings to U.S. 
currency. McWicked would go over $5 million by USTA 
records with a 1st or 2nd in the $350,000 TVG Open. Last 
year?s Horse of the Year in both countries, the accolades and 
list of stakes accomplishments are too vast to list out 
individually. One race for me personally that stands out from 
earlier in his career was his world record 1:47.3 win in the 
Hempt as a 3-year-old. Being able to witness that race up 
close in person, you knew that you were watching a truly 
special horse. 

   For Coleman, it?s similarly hard to pinpoint just a single 
memory that stands out. 

   ?He?s had so many big races that it?s hard to put it down to 
just one. That horse, every time he steps on the track, gives it 
110 per cent right to the wire, but I?m going to say the 
Canadian Pacing Derby when he won that last year,? said 
Coleman. ?I?d never won that race and wanted to win it so 
badly. It?s my home track, and he was the underdog with 
everybody on Lazarus. And to win that race the way that he 
did by open lengths that was pretty exciting. He?s had so 
many great, great wins, but if I had to say one it would 
definitely be the Canadian Pacing Derby last year.?  

   One trademark of McWicked has been his consistency and 
toughness through the years while always competing at the 

New Image Media

Trainer Casie Coleman said her favori te of  M cWick ed's many career h ighl ights w as th is v ictory, w i th Dav id M i l ler, in the 2018 Canadian 
Pacing Derby.
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sport?s highest levels. ?I?ve had a ton of world champions and 
great horses, but him being the age he is, he?s had that foot 
issue his entire life,? said Coleman. ?I?ve never been shy about 
telling people about his foot issue. He?s had it since I?ve had 
as a 3-year-old, it?s a constant battle. Many times he was 
wearing a bar shoe when he raced, wires in his foot, patches 
on his foot; he?s a sound horse besides that foot, but that 
foot caused us a lot of grief and it was always an issue. He?s 
had a lot of first over battles and he?s had a lot of shipping 
with always racing in Canada, in the U.S., and all over the 
place. You name it and he didn?t miss any big dances, he 
went everywhere. And to do what he did, day in and day out 
with all the shipping and hard trips, he?s just a phenomenal 
horse. And anybody that wants to see him Saturday at the 
Meadowlands for his last start, he?s carries his weight well, 
he looks great, he?s in great flesh, and he?s always been a 
horse that looks phenomenal.? 

   As Coleman alluded earlier, McWicked enters the TVG in 
form less than what he was in early October when he won 
the Allerage and the Dan Rooney. But McWicked has bounced 
back in spots precisely like these before and a horse of his 
caliber can never be counted out.  

   ?He trained great this week, his blood is way better, he 
drew good finally,? said Coleman. ?I wouldn?t race him if he 
wasn?t right or on his game, but he?s not the killer McWicked, 
the midsummer McWicked right now, but he?s definitely 
someone they?re going to hear from, I have no doubts, he?s 
going to put on a good performance. Obviously before with 
the sickness I?ve had him on antibiotics for five days, I 
couldn?t train him, he hadn?t raced for a month so there was 
just a bunch of stuff going against him. But he trained up 
this week and his blood was perfect this week, so I hope and 
expect that he?ll put in a pretty good effort.? 

   Coleman said she enters the TVG with mixed emotions. ?It's 
a bittersweet end in that it's awesome for the horse to be a 
$5 million winner and he gets to go out on top like he is, but 
it's going to be sad not having him in the barn, that's for sure. 
That's not going to be an easy stall to fill.? 

Claus Andersen

M cWick ed's ow ner, Ed James (center w i th Coleman (far right) and M i l ler (far lef t)) has of fers to stand the pacing star in many 
j urisdictions.

https://harnessracingupdate.com/2019/11/22/mcwicked-to-end-career-saturday-in-tvg-open/
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NOMINATIONS DUE MONDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 2019 

NIAGARA VALEDICTORY
EVENT #61:  Three year-old pacing fillies in 2019,
non-winners of $60,000 lifetime,  
as of midnight, October 31, 2019. No allowances.  
Raced at Woodbine Mohawk Park  
Nomination fee: $200 CDN ($165 U.S.) 
1st Leg: Thursday, December 12, 2019  $17,000 G each 

$17,000 G each 2nd Leg: Thursday, December 19, 2019  
FINAL: Thursday, December 26, 2019 $30,000 Added 
Declarations close as posted on weekly condition sheet 

EVENT #62: Three year old pacing colts and geldings
in 2019, non-winners of $60,000 lifetime,  
as of midnight, October 31, 2019. No allowances.  
Raced at Woodbine Mohawk Park  
Nomination fee: $200 CDN ($165 U.S.) 
1st Leg: Monday, December 9, 2019 $17,000 G each 

$17,000 G each 2nd Leg: Monday, December 16, 2019  
FINAL: Thursday, December 26, 2019 $30,000 Added 
Declarations close as posted on weekly condition sheet

BLIZZARD SNOWSHOE 
EVENT #34: Three and Four year-old pacing fillies &
mares in 2020, non-winners of two races or $30,000 
lifetime as of midnight, October 31, 2019. No allowances. 
Raced at Woodbine Mohawk Park. 
Nomination fee: $200 CDN ($165 U.S.) 
1st Leg : Thursday, January 16, 2020 $17,000 G each 
2nd Leg : Thursday, January 23, 2020 $17,000 G each 
FINAL: Friday, January 31, 2020 $30,000 Added  
Declarations close as posted on weekly condition sheet 

EVENT #35: Three and Four year-old pacing colts,
horses & geldings in 2020, non-winners of  two races or 
$30,000 lifetime as of midnight, October 31, 2019.  
No allowances. Raced at Woodbine Mohawk Park. 
Nomination fee: $200 CDN ($165 U.S.) 
1st Leg : Friday, January 17, 2020 $17,000 G each 
2nd Leg: Friday, January 24, 2020 $17,000 G each 
FINAL: Friday,  January 31, 2020 $30,000 Added  
Declarations close as posted on weekly condition sheet 

WINE & ROSES  
EVENT #36: Three and Four year-old trotting fillies &
mares in 2020, non-winners $60,000 lifetime as of 
midnight, October 31, 2019. No allowances.  
Raced at Woodbine Mohawk Park. 
Nomination fee: $200 CDN ($165 U.S.) 
1st Leg : Thursday, January 30, 2020 $17,000 G each 
2nd Leg : Thursday, February 6, 2020 $17,000 G each 
FINAL: Friday, February 14, 2020 $30,000 Added  
Declarations close as posted on weekly condition sheet 

PEPSI 
EVENT #37: Three and Four year-old trotting colts,
horses & geldings in 2020, non-winners of $60,000 
lifetime as of midnight, October 31, 2019. No allowances. 
Raced at Woodbine Mohawk Park. 
Nomination fee: $200 CDN ($165 U.S.) 
1st Leg : Monday, February 3, 2020 $17,000 G each 
2nd Leg: Monday, February 10, 2020 $17,000 G each 
FINAL: Monday, February 17, 2020 $30,000 Added  
Declarations close as posted on weekly condition sheet 

Event # Name of Horse Sex Age Sire Dam 

SEND TO: Woodbine Mohawk Park, ATT: KIM NEELANDS, 9430 Guelph Line, PO Box 160, Campbellville, ON L0P 1B0 
Make checks payable to Woodbine Entertainment. Nomination fees in all stakes must accompany nomination. 

I/We nominate the horse(s) specified on this sheet in the above race(s) and agree to all conditions. 

NOMINATOR: TRAINER: 

TELEPHONE #: CELL PHONE #: 

SIGNATURE: EMAIL: 

ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION @ WOODBINE.COM/MOHAWK/STANDARDBRED-NOMINATION 

https://woodbine.com/mohawk/standardbred-nomination/
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Rick  Zeron?s suspension cut in 
hal f  to 90 days, but $ 10,000 f ine 
remains 
Ontario?s Horse Racing Appeal Panel heard the horseman?s 
appeal in September and rendered its decision at the end of 
October in a case where the owner/trainer/driver was found 
guilty of possessing improperly labelled medications. 

by Dave Briggs 

   Ontario?s Horse Racing Appeal Panel (HRAP) has ruled 
trainer/driver/owner Rick Zeron will serve a 90-day 
suspension (to begin Jan. 24, 2020) and pay a $10,000 fine 
for a series of infractions (full story here). The fine was 
upheld, but Zeron?s suspension was reduced to half of the 
180-day suspension he was initially facing. 

   The case stems from an inspection of Zeron?s Ontario barn 
at Classy Lane Stables in July of 2018. 

   Through his lawyer, Larry Todd, Zeron did not contest the 
following two charges: 

   -  Possessing improperly labelled medications. 

   -  Failing to have proper prescription for medications. 

He did contest the other three charges: 

   -  Attempting to avoid detection by using counterfeit 
medication labels. 

   -  Attempting to bribe another licensee to adjust their 
statement to help hide his use of counterfeit medication 
labels 

   -  Using "shockwave" therapy within the prohibited 96 hour 
period on horses Lady Ella and Urban Legend prior to 
qualifying races. 

   The HRAP ruled Zeron did not possess any illegal 
medications and was not guilty of the bribery charge. 

   ?An allegation of bribery is a very serious charge and can 
only be established with clear, cogent and compelling 
evidence. In our view, such evidence is not present in this 
case and accordingly, this charge is dismissed,? the decision 
said. 

   The HRAP found that Zeron?s horses Lady Ella and Urban 
Legend did receive ?shockwave? therapy within the 
prohibited 96-hour period before their qualifying races, but 
said, ?the issue is simply whether this offends the following 
Rule of Standardbred Racing... In our view, by defining ?race? 
and ?qualifying race? separately in the Rules, the intention of 
the drafters was to differentiate between the two. Rule 
6.52(b) uses the term ?race? and does not add the term 
?qualifying race.? 

   As to the charge of ?attempting to avoid detection by using 
counterfeit medication labels,? the HRAP ruled, ?the use of 
counterfeit medication labels appeared on products in 
Zeron?s barn and in his medicine cabinet and mini 
refrigerator over which he has responsibility?  We have 
concluded that Zeron had both the motive and opportunity 
and we find that there is sufficient cogent, clear and 
compelling evidence that he did place counterfeit 
medication labels on the products in question in part to 
avoid detection. And using the labels of his own veterinarian 
constituted not only a deceptive practice but one worthy of 
censure.? 

   Later in the decision, the HRAP wrote, ?this Count involves 
dishonest conduct that has no place in the activities of 
licensed horse people in the province of Ontario.? 

   The appeal was heard on Sept. 10 and 11 by panel 
members Stanley Sadinsky (the chair of the HRAP), John 
Charalambous and Bruce Murray. Their decision rendered on 
Oct. 23. 

The full details for the case and the reason for the 
decision can be read here.

Dave Landry

Horseman Rick  Zeron.

https://harnessracingupdate.com/2019/01/13/six-month-suspension-strips-zeron-and-atlanta-of-possible-obriens
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Thoughts on the Zeron case, 
A l lard ban at the Big M , w hether 
I  ex pected Continentalv ictory to 
be a top broodmare and can an 
A merican-bred can compete in 
Europe 
by Ron Gurfein 

   Tidbits: It?s truly refreshing to see how far our little online 
magazine reaches. On my story of an odd happening on my 
way to Florida last week, I got so much mail from folks in 
that area of South Carolina explaining the cause of my 
dilemma. There were multiple deaths in a bizarre accident 
that occurred causing my two plus hour journey that should 
have been five minutes. From Maine to Key West there are 
harness racing fans. Thanks for the information.  

* * * 

   Due to numerous questions sent in about Ontario?s new 
whipping rule, all by horsemen that would prefer to remain 
anonymous because of fear of reprisal, I must bring up the 
serious part of the matter, which is: why should anyone be 
afraid of reprisal? Canada is not George Orwell?s 1984. 

   I have no power whatsoever on the happenings across the 
border, but I have been made fully aware of the overbearing 
fines and penalties for the new rule. 

   In the United States, I can make some waves as I am 
friendly with many judges and commission members. 
Unfortunately, I do not know one official in Canada. 
Hopefully mentioning the dissatisfaction of both Canadian 
and American drivers to the new rule will bring some 
changes to what seems to me to be an untenable situation.  

* * * 

   Fabulous Saturday program at the Meadowlands tomorrow. 
If you can make it to the track, it looks to be an evening to 
remember. Great horses and many year-end honors on the 
line. 

   For those of you in South Florida now, my favorite 
restaurant ,Trattoria Romano, has a pasta special for the next 
30 days. If you like truffles it?s called Calamarata and is not 
ridiculously expensive ($38) and is as good as it gets... 
Please call for reservations or the wait will be unbearable. 

* * * 

   I am not dreaming. The Miami Heat are really 9-3 the third 
best record in all of the NBA. All this with two of their 
projected starters out, one on concussion protocol and one a 
10 game suspension for conduct detrimental to the team. On 
the other hand, my Wildcats (Kentucky basketball) have 
started the year in strange fashion. They defeated no. 1 
Michigan State convincingly in game one and lost to 
Evansville, a 25-point underdog, at Rupp Arena. The Wildcats 
followed it up limping to a win over another 25 point 
underdog in game three. Either the bookmakers are 
misjudging the betting line or the Cats need some major 
improvement. Stay tuned. 

   While on the subject of sports, does anyone realize the 
World Series is over? 

* * * 

   Tanking for Tua is over in South Florida as well as 
Washington DC and Cincinnati. In one of the saddest 
moments in sports of recent times Tua Tagovailoa, Alabama?s 
famed quarterback, who had been playing hurt to begin with, 
was still on the field in a 35-7 blowout and ended his year 

https://woodbine.com/mohawk/
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with a broken hip falling awkwardly at the end of play. No 
matter what the prognosis, I can?t imagine him remaining in 
the discussion for the number one draft selection. I am sure 
that he has some sort of insurance, but incidents like this 
speaks volumes in the proposals for financial compensation 
to amateur athletes. 

* * * 

   Richard Conte asks: What ever happened in the Richard Zeron 
case and when will the Meadowlands loosen up their 
exclusionary policy? Kap Singh (owner of the great filly When 
Dovescry and owner of many horses in the Rene Allard barn 
also asked similar questions)...  

   To begin, with I must enter a statement that the answer to 
this question comes entirely from this writer?s thoughts and 
in no way intentional or otherwise reflects the opinions of 
anyone else at Harness Racing Update.  

   In the Zeron affair, the powers that be lessened the term of 
the penalty, lowered the fine and dismissed a few of the 
charges. Basically a vanilla situation, as I said it was in the 
first place. The most pressing problem involved more of the 
way Rick handled the situation and not the incident itself. 
Although there was a slightly smoking gun (Zeron offered to 
pay his veterinarian?s fine) this is just another case of chasing 
someone who is doing well and thus suspected of evil doing 
?  with no real proof of anything approaching sinister. To me 
it reminds me of the situation with Lou Pena. The 
commission has a person that they believe because of the 
many form reversals is guilty of using performance 
enhancing drugs (PEDs). Even The Guru was inclined to 
agree. However, the hammer cannot fall without proof and 
the commission had none. So just like in the movies, they 
made up proof, using his vet records for a lengthy period 
they showed he was treating his horses too close to race 
time. Sadly, these records are entered in a less than formal 
fashion and there will be multiple records that are totally 
incorrect. Anyone could have fallen victim under those 
circumstances.  

   I would venture to say that there isn?t one trainer racing a 
major stable that could pass that scrutiny without some 
crazy penalty. 

   In fact, if you train a large stable, the environment is bound 
to get you in hot water, and these discoveries should be 
given a whole lot less credence. 

   Bicarb and EPO are not in that category, and there is no 
way I can stress any more than I have that there is where our 
inspector Closeaus should be spending their time and effort. 

   As for when the Meadowlands will be loosening up their 
exclusionary policy, I hope NEVER. My problem is not with 
the policy but who gets excluded. I tried to get a reversal on 
my friend Rene Allard and I still await a decision. The guy 
has been in the penalty box for a misdeed of seven years 
ago. That?s too long to punish any horseman and at the same 
time deprive the fans of seeing When Dovescry on the 
greatest track in the land. I am not saying all this off the top 
of my head. I went directly to one of my closest friends Mike 
Lachance and had a lengthy discussion on Rene and he 

agreed that he should be reinstated ASAP. Recently, I have 
read many articles that major horseman have voiced the 
opinion that he should be back at the Big M. 

   There are a few trainers that I know well and have known 
for a very long time racing in the east and midwest. I 
remember when they couldn?t win a race, now they win them 
all. Will I accuse them of cheating? For sure. Can I prove it? 
Unfortunately not. I am privileged to have a hotline to the 
industry and when the proof comes across the wire I promise 
the hammer will fall. Remember, if you see something say 
something in the interest of our sport. 

   Bob Marks asks: Did you expect Continentalvictory to be a top 
broodmare and what were your thoughts on Continental Man 
her first foal? 

   When you are privileged to break and train a filly of that 
caliber you certainly expect she will produce a great horse. 
However, it has been my experience that what you want and 
what you get are not always the same. Having trained many 
great mares previous to Continentalvictory ?  like 
Imperfection, Cayster and Franconia that produced little or 
actually nothing that resembled their talents on the 
racetrack I was not exactly shocked at the failure of 
Continentalvictory to produce a great foal. 

   I will say in her defense, she never had a foal that was an 
outstanding individual. The fact that I never even bid on one 
of her foals goes a long way in explaining what I feel she 
never had much chance. 

   As for Continental Man he was not a good looking colt by 
any means and was so crooked in front he looked like he 
could hit a knee on the way to his feed tub. Add to that he 
was small and very narrow behind. He was a son of Malabar 
Man who was not on my radar as a sire to have in my 
shedrow. 

   If I have been unkind, I am sorry but I have only offended 
those who are no longer with us. The purchasers of the 
$425,000 colt were my friends and my clients, your old boss 
Wild Bill Perretti and Big Jim Wheeler ?  may they rest in 
peace. 

   Craig Gordon asks: I counted 60 2-year-olds in the Alagna 
training roster. Not one made the Governor?s Cup. Where are all 
the world champions you raved about from The Deck? 

   First of all I don?t ever rave about a 2-year-olds till they 
have beaten someone, especially pacers. How you continue 
to demean one of the finest trainers of our time bewilders 
me. Tony?s stable comes off a world class performance at the 
Breeders Crown, his 2-year-olds will surely be under 
discussion for year-end honors with the exception of trotting 
colts that if he had any it may have been one. 

   He is doing what I believe is the right thing to do with 
2-year-olds, put them away before the first frost. In 
Philadelphia, where I live, that was in early November and 
the Alagna barn is about 60 miles north of me. 

   Someday, you may want Tony as your trainer. I would ease 
up on the questioning if you want a stall or two in his outfit. 
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   Joel Kravet asks: (as usual, Joel wrote a novel, so I am leaving 
most of the question on the cutting room floor) I have visited 
European racetracks and find their trotters to be heavier and 
bigger boned than the American version. Can you buy an 
American bred colt and train them to be competitive for 
European Racing? 

   I am not so sure that to be successful in Europe a colt has 
to be on the style of the typical French trotter. Two of the 
fastest European performers in recent years were Propulsion 
?  bred and raised in Kentucky by Elizabeth and Rickie 
Caldwell?s, Cane Run Farm, and Delicious bred and raised at 
Lindy Farms of Connecticut. The former trained at 2 and 3 by 
Tony Alagna in the U.S. and the latter trained by yours truly 
at 2 and 3 in the U.S. 

   Neither one would I describe as being a Euro-style horse. Is 
a matter of fact, Delicious was about 14 hands and 800 
pounds. A great horse comes in all shapes and sizes. 
Pedigree is far more important than size. 

   Someone out there is going to say that Delicious is out of 
an Italian-bred dam, which is true, but the Italian-bred 

yearling is similar or lighter-boned than his American 
counterpart and in no way near the bulk of the French 
trotter. 

   Thanks to everyone for their kind words. Please keep the 
questions coming in. If you have submitted a question 
recently and haven?t seen it published, yet, it still can be 
forthcoming, I basically answer all the queries unless I feel 
the answer will be offensive to someone. I was asked about 
rigging on a filly and thought about running afoul of PETA, 
but I no longer feel intimidated by them and will print the 
answer next week. The $1.1 million yearling show is about to 
begin, pull up a chair and get comfortable. It will be a story 
worth listening to. Have a wonderful week.  

Have a question for The Guru? 
Email him at GurfTrot@aol.com. 

HRU Stak es Prev iew

mailto:GurfTrot@aol.com
https://www.trackmaster.com/harness
https://harnessracingupdate.com/2019/11/22/thoughts-on-the-zeron-case-allard-ban-at-the-big-m-whether-i-expected-continentalvictory-to-be-a-top-broodmare-and-can-an-american-bred-can-compete-in-europe/
https://harnessracingupdate.com/pdf/trackmaster/20191123mxx.pdf


This is the perfect issue to thank everyone who helped make 2019 
a successful year, while wishing friends, family & fellow horsepeople 

all the best for a Happy Holiday season & prosperous New Year.

BOOK YOUR AD SPACE BY DECEMBER 1ST 
AND RECEIVE 10% OFF*

Call or Email Wilma Today!
hruadsales@gmail.com • (519) 476-5571

IT'S TIME TO

HOLIDAY ISSUE: 
DECEMBER 22

Celebrate2019!

www.harnessracingupdate.com

Credit card payment accepted
* 10% off the 1x rate
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Bettor?s Wish, Gimpanzee to 
tack le older foes in TVG 
championships 
by Ken Weingartner /  USTA media relations manager 

   It?s been decades since a 3-year-old male pacer beat older 
horses in a race the magnitude of Saturday?s $350,000 TVG 
Open Pace championship at The Meadowlands, but Bettor?s 
Wish is ready to give it a go. 

   Gimpanzee, on the other hand, will attempt to continue a 
win streak for 3-year-old male trotters in the $350,000 TVG 
Open Trot final. The past two editions of the championship 
were won by sophomores, Tactical Landing in 2018 and What 
The Hill in 2017. 

   The TVG open finals are part of a stakes-filled card 
Saturday at the Big M. There also are TVG championships for 
trotting mares and pacing mares plus the Fall Final Four for 
2-year-old male and female trotters and pacers. Racing 
begins at 7 p.m. (EST). 

   Bettor?s Wish is this year?s richest horse, with $1.56 million 
in purses. He has won 13 of 18 races and finished second in 
all five of his defeats (the past four by no more than a neck). 
He heads to the TVG Open Pace off a victory in the Matron 
Stakes for 3-year-old male pacers Nov. 14 at Dover Downs. 

   The most recent 3-year-old male pacer to knock off older 
foes in a major race was Niatross, who won the American 
Pacing Classic at Hollywood Park in 1980. The only 
3-year-old to previously enter the TVG Open Pace final was 
Captaintreacherous, who finished sixth in 2013. 

   ?I hope to win it,? said Chris Ryder, who trains and co-owns 
Bettor?s Wish. ?Honestly, I never put my expectations too 
high. That?s the way I started in the business, and that?s the 
way I am. But this horse, I don?t want to say exceeds my 
expectations, but he always gets there. He gives you a lot of 
confidence. I?m never nervous racing this horse, he?s just a 
high achiever. 

   ?If we could win it, it would be huge. I know it?s a risk, but 
no risk, no gain. Things don?t happen if you don?t try. I?m just 
excited to be in. To think at the beginning of the season that 
we would have been in with the big boys at the end of the 
year, you never would have thought that. But he?s earned his 
way in, all credit to him.? 

   Bettor?s Wish, by Bettor?s Delight out of Lifetime Star, will 
start the TVG final from post seven with driver Dexter Dunn. 
The 10-horse field includes returning event champion 
McWicked, who also is the defending Horse of the Year in the 
U.S. and Canada, as well as Breeders Crown winner American 
History, Potomac Pace winner Endeavor, and Canadian Pacing 
Derby winner Courtly Choice. 

   ?We?re just pleased to be in it, pleased that we?re well, and 

that?s it,? said Ryder, who owns Bettor?s Wish with Bella 
Racing, Fair Island Farm, and Bettors Wish Partners. ?He?s as 
good as ever.? 

   Gimpanzee will start the TVG Open Trot from post two with Brian 
Sears driving for trainer Marcus Melander. The colt faces a group 
that includes history?s fastest female trotter, Manchego, and one of 
history?s fastest male trotters, Six Pack, as well as Maple Leaf Trot 
winner Guardian Angel AS. 

   ?It will be an exciting race to watch,? Melander said. ?I don?t 
know what to expect. I know my horse is very good at the 
moment. I think he?s coming into the race very sharp. 

   ?It?s been a long season for all these horses, so you never 
know. But I?m confident in my horse. I think he can step up 
and win this race, otherwise I wouldn?t have put him in the 
race. I didn?t want to be in the race just to be in it. I believe 
he is capable to win the race, but it?s going to be tough.? 

   Gimpanzee, who was the 2018 Dan Patch Award winner for 
best 2-year-old male trotter, has won eight of 13 races this 
season and $1.10 million. The son of Chapter Seven-Steamy 
Windows, owned by Courant Inc. and S R F Stable, enters the 
TVG off wins in the Breeders Crown in October and Matron 
Stakes on Nov. 14. 

   ?He came out of the Matron very good,? Melander 
said. ?We trained him (Wednesday) morning and 
everything felt good. I?m pleased with him. 

   ?We got a good draw. You never know when you?re racing 
against aged horses, but I was really happy with how my 
horse performed last week. He showed, at least, that he?s in 
good form. There were some nice 3-year-olds in that race, 
and he won pretty easily.? 

   Manchego will arrive at The Meadowlands with a six-race 
win streak, which includes her 1:49 world-record triumph at 
the Allerage Mare Trot at Lexington?s Red Mile and the 
Breeders Crown Mare Trot final. Six Pack, who owns a career 
mark of 1:49.1 and season mark of 1:49.2, won the Allerage 
Open Trot and finished second from post 10 to French star 
Bold Eagle in the Breeders Crown. 

Saturday?s complete Meadowlands entries available here. 

TrackMaster PPs for the stakes available here.

Dave Landry

Bettors Wish (Dex ter Dunn) w inning thei r Pepsi  North A merica 
Cup el imination in June at Woodbine M ohaw k  Park . On Saturday, 
the sophomore w i l l  tak e on older horses in the TVG Open Pace at 
the M eadow lands.
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Southw ind Ful ton w orth the w ai t 
by Ken Weingartner /  USTA media relations manager 

   His arrival was delayed, but Southwind Fulton is ready for 
his first big dance. 

   Southwind Fulton, who saw his season slowed by growth 
issues and throat surgery, will make his first stakes 
appearance on the Grand Circuit?s final weekend when he 
competes in Saturday?s $505,050 Valley Victory for 
2-year-old male trotters at The Meadowlands Racetrack. The 
Lucas Wallin-trained colt has only three starts but won his 
past two races by a total of more than 14 lengths. 

   ?Of course, I would like to have three more starts in him 
before racing against these guys, but it is what it is,? said 
Wallin, who trains Southwind Fulton for owner Mazza Racing 
Stables. ?The other horses have more races and faster times, 
but I think if he can follow a horse, he should be okay. 

   ?It?s tough to say (what his potential is) when he only has 
three starts, but I think he?s a Grand Circuit horse next year. 
He doesn?t have the fastest miles, but the way he won his 
two races was very good. He did both very easy. It?s good for 
him to race against these kinds of horses one time before we 
turn him out. It is a good learning experience.? 

   Southwind Fulton will face a well-tested group led by 
Breeders Crown and Matron Stakes winner Amigo Volo. The 
10-horse field also includes Rome Pays Off, a state-bred 
stakes winner in Pennsylvania who was runner-up in both 
the Breeders Crown and Peter Haughton Memorial, plus 
Kindergarten Classic Series champion EL Ideal and Kentucky 
Sire Stakes champion Ready For Moni. 

   Purchased for $95,000 at last year?s Lexington Selected 
Sale, Southwind Fulton is a son of Muscle Hill out of 
Fillyanthrophy. His second dam (Filly At Bigs) and third dam 
(Mombasa) were both O?Brien Award winners. The family also 
includes stakes-winners Big Rigs and Miss Tezsla. 

   ?He?s been good all the time,? Wallin said. ?We took him to 
the Meadowlands in May and he showed some speed already. 
But then he started to grow, and we had to take our time 
with him. When we started to bring him back to race, his 
throat started struggling. We had to take him to (Dr.) Patty 
Hogan and the throat seems to be good now, but he lost a 
month of training.? 

   Southwind Fulton heads to the Valley Victory off two 
qualifiers following his two conditioned wins in October at 
Harrah?s Philadelphia. His most recent qualifier was Nov. 16, 
when he led for three-quarters of the mile before finishing 
fourth. He was timed in 1:55.3, with David Miller in the sulky. 

   ?He?s an honest horse and normally has good stamina,? 
Wallin said. ?The last qualifier, Dave left a little with him and 
he got a little too grabby and went a :27.1 first quarter. We?re 
going to try a couple of new things and see if we can calm 
him down. He?s normally a very relaxed and calm horse. Dave 
asked him to go a little bit and he got a little too grabby. 
That?s something we have to work on. But he should be fine.? 

   The Valley Victory is part of the Fall Final Four, with the 
Governor?s Cup for 2-year-old male pacers, Three Diamonds 
for 2-year-old female pacers, and Goldsmith Maid for 
2-year-old female trotters. In addition, Saturday?s 
Meadowlands card includes the TVG championships for 
pacers and trotters. 

   Matron Stakes winner Papi Rob Hanover headlines the 
Governor?s Cup. The Brett Pelling trainee has finished no 
worse than second in his past nine races, winning five. 
Multiple Grand Circuit winner Lyons Sentinel got a bye into 
the Three Diamonds final, where her foes include 
elimination winner JK First Lady and Kindergarten champ 
Marloe Hanover. Kindergarten champ Senorita Rita and 
Breeders Crown runner-up and Pennsylvania Sire Stakes 
champ Sister Sledge lead the field in the Goldsmith Maid. 

Saturday?s complete Meadowlands entries available here. 

TrackMaster PPs for the stakes available here.

Ken Weingartner

Southw ind Ful ton w i l l  contest the Val ley Victory on Saturday at 
the M eadow lands.
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Palone gets career w in 19,000 
w i th v ictory at The M eadow s 
by Evan Pattak for The Meadows Standardbred Owners 
Association 

   Already harness racing?s ?winningest? driver, Dave Palone 
took another historic step into uncharted territory Tuesday 
(Nov. 19) at The Meadows when he collected career victory 
19,000. The milestone mile came with Southwind Warsaw in 
race 10. 

   By way of comparison, Russell Baze, the all-time wins 
leader in thoroughbred racing, notched 12,842 victories. 

   Palone was met in the winner?s circle by his mother, Jean; 
his wife, Bethann; his daughters Hanna, Alana and Sophie; 
his brother Mike Palone, a longtime Meadows-based trainer 
who, appropriately enough, was the conditioner of 
Southwind Warsaw; Kim Hankins, executive director of the 
Meadows Standardbred Owners Association (MSOA), and 
other family, friends and fans. 

   As the historic event neared, Palone indicated he could feel 
his emotions rising. 

   ?It really hasn?t hit me yet,? he said. ?Everybody?s been 
getting excited about it, and that?s getting me kind of 
excited. It?s been fun.? 

   Palone, who began driving in 1982, has achieved a career 

full of highlights that have rewritten the sport?s record 
books. On July 5, 2012, he scored career win 15,181 to break 
Herve Filion?s longstanding North American record ?  and 
was greeted in the winners? circle by the gracious Filion. 

   On Nov. 14, 2014, he became the ?winningest? driver on the 
planet when career victory 16,754 vaulted him past 
Germany?s Heinz Wewering, who sent a pre-recorded 
congratulatory message. 

   Palone was inducted into the Harness Hall of Fame on July 
4, 2010. If he wraps up the 2019 driving title at The 
Meadows ?  he?s comfortably ahead ?  it will be his 30th 
consecutive season as the track?s top dog. 

   At 57, Palone has begun to cut back some. Of his more than 
73,000 career starts, 2,827 came in 2008, his most prolific 
season. (That year also marked his highest single-season 
UDR, .446). In 2019, he?s logged 1,614 starts as of 
mid-November. 

   ?I don?t envy those guys who bounce around two tracks 
every day,? he said. ?I?m enjoying things a lot more not driving 
full cards. It?s more important for me right now to be at my 
kids? events. There comes a time when you have to decide 
which way you want to go. When you get to my point in life, 
family is more important.? 

   Earlier in his career, Palone dabbled in training; he has 34 
wins in 100 training starts, but his most recent start as a 

Chris Gooden

Dave Palone w i th fami ly and f riends in the w inner's ci rcle at The M eadow s on Tuesday af ter scoring h is 19,000th career w in.




