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Magic Tonight (inside) wins the Elitlopp
Kanal75 photo

Warawee Needy sells for $260,000

Shocker in the Elitlopp
by Joakim Lindqvist
Solvalla, Sweden–After taking the second heat over
Maven, Magic Tonight (Andover Hall), trained by Roger
Walmann and driven by Örjan Kihlström, won The Elitlopp
final at Solvalla racetrack in Sweden on Sunday. From post
one, he grabbed the early lead and won by a head, earning
$350,000. The time was 1.52.4. Maven was unplaced in the
final.
   The six-year-old was bred in America by Marvin Katz and
Al Libfeld and sold as a yearling at the 2010 Lexington
Selected Sale for $55,000.
   Mosaique Face
was second, and
Nuncio, three wide
throughout, finished
third. The finish
was a tight one,
with perhaps three
lengths from first to
last.
   The other
American hopeful,
Wind Of The North,
raced in third on
the outside in his elimination, finishing fifth and thereby
didn’t reach the final.
   Winner Magic Tonight came from the U.S. to trainer
Roger Walmann two years ago. He was a candidate for
The Elitlopp last year but Walmann felt it too early to race
there with a 5-year old Magic Tonight. After this race, he
was pleased with that decision.
   “This is unbelievable,” said the Norwegian-born
Walmann. “I’m more happy on the inside than you can see.
He’s a fantastic horse to work with. After his last work, I
thought we had peaked his form to 100%. It looked as he
was defeated on the homestretch but he kept the pace all
the way.”
   From the winner’s circle, driver Örjan Kihlström said, “In
the final I was not that concerned about the tactics, as in
the elimination. He felt really good in the last turn, but after
grabbing a hold on him, not to give Royal Fighter (in the
pocket) racing room, it was difficult to get him going down
the homestretch. It was close to Mosaique Face on the
outside.”
   Many observers thought Nuncio may have been the best.
   Third in the final, a half-length back after traveling three
wide without cover all the way, Nuncio was nothing short of
heroic.
   “My congrats to trainer Roger Walmann, but the show
was by Nuncio,” said Jimmy Takter, who trained Nuncio in
2012 and 2013 prior to his being sent to Sweden by current
owner-trainer-driver Stefan Melander. “It is rare to see such
a performance nowadays. Maven was fantastic in the
elimination, finishing second, but she was defeated early in
the final. Like last year’s Elitloppet, she was better in the
elimination.” (Cont. P. 2)

Average Up At Tattersalls Spring Mixed Sale
   In our last issue we posed the questions, 'What's the
co-fastest pacer in the history of the sport worth?' and 'Can
the concept of selling 2-year-olds ever catch on in harness
racing?'
   Today, some of these queries were answered at the
Tattersalls Spring Mixed Sale at the Meadowlands
Racetrack in East Rutherford, NJ.
   Overall, the sale enjoyed a 12.6% increase in average
($23,556) and a 3.3% increase in gross sales ($2,379,200)
for 101 horses sold compared to last year's inaugural
Tattersalls Spring Mixed sale.
   On the seasoned racehorse side, Hip 105 Warrawee
Needy is one of four horses in the history of the harness
racing to go in 1:46.4, the fastest race time ever. In fact, the
night before the sale he paced one of the fastest miles of
the season at Yonkers Raceway, 1:50.4h, beaten just a
head at the wire. That return to form made the $1.2 million
dollar winner a very hot commodity, and was hammered
down for $260,000 to Mark Ford, Agent.
   Another six-figure
purchase was Hip 41 My
Hero Ron, who went to
the powerful Ron Burke
Stable for $130,000. 
"The three horses that
beat him in his last two
starts you could not buy
for anywhere near that
price,” Burke said. He is
a solid horse and has a
(PA) Sire Stake on
Saturday so we have a
chance get some of our money right back. He's staked to
almost everything. He's a good-looking horse. Erv (Miller)
takes good care of his horses so we are hoping that he
improves like he has in all his starts this year."
   A horse that created some buzz over the weekend was
Hip 84, Thats My Opinion. Ultimately sold for $60,000 to
Andy Miller, Agent, the son of Somebeachsomewhere
finished second beaten half a length by Foiled Again in a
Meadowlands qualifier on Saturday. He paced his mile in
1:51 and finished ahead of such notable horses as Bettor's
Edge and McWicked. Originally a $350,000 yearling
purchase, the colt looks to finally be coming into his own.
   The highly anticipated 2-year-old portion of the sale saw
Hip 2, Backfrom The Brink, a Western Terror colt and a
former $24,000 Harrisburg yearling RNA, top the pacing
2-year-old portion. Owned by Brivina Stable, and broken
and trained by Tony Alagna, Alagna thought enough of the
horse to sign the ticket as agent for $60,000 for one of his 



It was an elite win for an elite stallion,
Hanover Shoe Farms' ANDOVER HALL,
as MAGIC TONIGHT was victorious
in one of the world's
great trotting races, the Elitlopp.

Congratulations to
the winning connections!the winning connections!
breeders Marvin Katz
and Al Libfeld,
owner Ab Svensk Reklamfirma,
trainer Roger Walmann, and
driver Örjan Kihlström.

MAGIC TONIGHT ANDOVER HALL

http://www.hanoverpa.com
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Rocky Hanover topped the 2yo
trotting colts at $50,000

Canadian clients. Alagna also bought the topped trotting
colt, Hip  9, Rocky Hanover, for a hammer price of $50,000
on behalf of an Alagna client. The son of Cantab Hall
enjoyed increased interest by performing well in a baby
race the day before the sale.

   Alagna, a strong
believer in the concept of
the sale, believes that it
works providing that the
horse going into the ring
is open for the public to
buy. He added, "No one
can say you are keeping
the best colts. I
consigned two of my own
to the sale, and thought
enough of them to buy
them for other clients in

my barn. These were not buy backs, the public had every
opportunity to bid."
   For the most part, the 2-year-olds were well received,
especially those that trained or raced the weekend of the
sale. They averaged $18,173 for the 14 sold.
   Peter Gerry, long-time owner and amateur driver, said he
finds the 2-year-old in training model very intriguing, "If I
were a breeder I would do more and more of this. The
timing should be right after all the stakes payments are

made, and when potential buyers can watch the colts train
fast or baby race. The on-track efforts I saw on Saturday
caused me to buy pacers for the first time in my life. These
colts already reside in my current (Janice Conner) stable
which allows me to increase efficiencies in shipping and
racing, make some money, and have some fun."
   Andrew Harris plunked down $35,000 for Hip 12, Suns
Out Guns Out. "I thought he trained very well,” he said. “He
is paid into some nice events. It looks like Ray (Schnittker)
pinhooked this Rocknroll Hanover colt. I felt that he was a
perfect investment opportunity. You come in on a horse that
is all ready to qualify. Not all of us can compete with the big
owners at the yearling sales so [the 2yo in-training concept]
is a great way to buy that dream without a huge initial
purchase price."
   Sales Manager David Reid said he was very pleased with
the overall results. "We made good progress with the
2-year-old portion of the sale this year as we had serious
buyers interested in a majority of them.  Obviously, the
individuals that trained forwardly and/or baby raced sold
better than others.  With today's results, I was encouraged
to see that the public is starting to see our vision and are
willing to participate in our mission to build a two-year-old
market. We are committed to our effort to build this market."
   "As for the horses 3-year-olds and up, the sale was very
strong with a vast majority of horses offered proving that
they can compete in several jurisdictions.  Once again,
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The happy connections
Kanal75

Al Libfeld and Marvin Katz

today proved that the best option for selling racehorses is
in the public marketplace."
   Tattersalls will conduct the Summer Mixed Sale at The
Meadowlands on Sunday, August 2nd during Hambletonian
week.
|Share This Story|

Elitloppet Continued
   In the final, Royal Fighter got locked in the pocket and
had a lot more to give, as did BBS Sugarlight, second on
the outside, locked by Nuncio not giving in, three wide.
   Maven got a perfect trip as third on the outside, coming
three wide 750 meters to go, covered by Nuncio, but had
no punch in the homestretch.
   While Magic Tonight also won his elimination, no
newspaper had him as the early morning pick. The tip from
most experts was BBS Sugarlight, who was supposed to
lead all the way from post one. But Örjan Kihlström made a
bold try with Magic Tonight from post five and surprised
BBS Sugarlight. 
   “Magic Tonight has a fantastic technique and he’s nice to
drive,” Kihlström said after winning the elimination. Here,
Maven raced as third on the outside, making an attack with
750 meters to go, coming three wide without cover,
accelerated again in the last turn, passed French star
Timoko, and fought outside Magic Tonight down the
homestretch, defeated by half a length. 
   “If she’d got one position
ahead in the racing order,
she might have won. I’m
optimistic for the final,” said
Jimmy Takter. BBS
Sugarlight was locked in the
pocket as third, while Timoko
kept the pace and reached
the final as fourth.
   The first elimination had a
surprising winner in Per K
Eriksson’s Royal Fighter, with driver Jennifer Tillman. Royal
Fighter raced without cover all the way outside the leader
Mosaique Face (third), defeated him and held attacking
Nuncio (second) behind.
   Tillman was excited. “You have to ask Royal Fighter
what’s happening. I can’t describe the feeling, and I won’t
be able to, not even in ten years.” he said.
   This was the third time in the history of Elitloppet that a
female driver raced.
   After the eliminations Nuncio was the only one that
changed his equipment. In the final he raced with shoes
only back.
   “I’m used to winning races like this. I’ll have to come back
with better horses,” Jimmy Takter said, naming the
Hambletonian, the Prix d’Amerique and The Elitlopp as the
three most important events in the world of trotting.
   In June there are two major races for international trotters
in the north of Sweden, and then there’s The Oslo Grand
Prix in Norway, June 14.
   “I have no idea what Mavens next race will be. I have 14
days to decide,” said Takter.

   Creatine didn’t make it to The Elitlopp this year but he will
race in The Jämtlands Stora Pris at Östersund racetrack in
Sweden, June 6.
   There were 26,842 people on hand at Solvalla to see The
Elitlopp this year. If they come back next year, they might
see a 5-year old Nuncio as the winner of The Elitlopp 2016.
|Share This Story|

Katz and Libfeld Savor Latest Success As

Breeders Of Elitloppet Winner 
By Perry Lefko
   Marvin Katz and Al Libfeld operate a breeding program
with the tag line "the best is yet to come," and it's quickly
moving in that direction.
   On Sunday, the Toronto-based horsemen celebrated a

victory when Magic Tonight, a
six-year-old trotter they bred by
Andover Hall out of Miss
Possessed and sold for $55,000,
won the Elitloppet in Sweden. Less
than 24 hours before, Katz and
Libfeld saw another horse they
bred, the talented three-year-old
colt trotter French Laundry, place
second in a $100,000 New Jersey
Sire Stakes race at the
Meadowlands won by stablemate
Canepa Hanover in a blistering
1:51 1/5. Katz and Libfeld are

among the partners that own French Laundry, by Muscles
Yankee out of the Conway Hall daughter Creamy Mimi, who
sold for $115,000 as a yearling at the Lexington Select
Sale.
   Katz and Libfeld are among the partners that own Canepa
Hanover, a half-brother of 2006 Horse of the Year
Glidemaster, purchased as a yearling for $300,000.
   So it was an unbelievable 24 hours for Katz and Libfeld -
an interesting trifecta of sorts as breeders, owners and
sellers. Magic Tonight won eight of 28 races in North
America, including the 2012 Pennysvania Sire Stakes
championship, and $468,174 in earnings from age two to
four and had a speed mark of 1:52 4/5. Owned by Adam
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Victor & Son and trained by Noel Daley, the horse was sold
privately after his four-year-old season to Sweden's Lennart
Agren and given to trainer Roger Walmann. The horse
became a star last year, setting a new speed mark of 1:51
3/5, and had a chance to race in the Elitloppet, but his
connections declined. He kept improving this season,
leading up to the Elitloppet, winning his heat and prevailing
in the final by leading at every pole.  
   The only downside for Katz and Libfeld is that they no
longer own Miss Possessed. They sold her a few years ago
in a semi-dispersal of 10 mares to cut down on their
broodmare band.
   "Watching Magic Tonight win the Elitloppet was as
exhilarating as watching Artspeak or Canepa Hanover the
night before," Katz told Harness Racing Update. "I couldn't
have been any more excited about that. We're fully
engaged in this industry like several others. We are as
thrilled and excited when other people do well with horses
we breed and produce as we are when we're fortunate
enough to have one of the ones we are racing go out and
do great things as well."
   Katz and Libfeld have been in the standardbred game
more than 45 years, but they have taken their own
knowledge and combined it with strategies from trusted
people to cultivate an overall winning operation in all facets
of the sport. Last year, they started a website,
www.libfeldkatz.com , to present a fully transparent
overview of their breeding operation. It is kind of a playbook
to help people understand their science and methodology,
which is to essentially going by the axiom of breeding the
best to the best and hoping for the best.
   "Everything we do, quality is always part of the equation,"
Katz said. "We firmly believe quality pays dividends, both in
the short term and the long term. We would underline
everything we do as seeking out the quality and the highest
standards possible."
   The broodmare band they started out with strictly trotters
has expanded to include pacers. They have access to
two-time Pacer of the Year Captaintreacherous, in whom
Katz was a partner, and current three-year-old sensation
Artspeak, a champion last year in the two-year-old male
pacer division. 
   "My participation in Captaintreacherous just made it
inevitable that we were going into the pacing broodmare
business as well," Katz said. "It's just another extension of
our breeding operation, or it made sense to not be as
exclusive in trotting. To be a real participant in the breeding
market, we felt diversity was an important part of it as well.
   "For the first couple of years when we began
(commercially breeding), we fully committed to putting all of
our colts in the sale in Lexington. The market had not had
an opportunity to buy from the families we had been
collecting over the previous years. It was a
tremendously-strong reception for those horses. Like all
breeders you have your ups and downs in terms of the
crops and the quality of horses. Through the transition over
the last four or five years, we are dramatically improving.
We are adding a large number of youthful broodmares as
you can see by the numbers of fillies we've been buying

and racing with the intent of bringing them into the
broodmare band. It's being much more youthful and
modernized. The entire broodmare band has added pacing
mares because of the involvement of Captaintreacherous
and hopefully with Artspeak as well. It's just a natural
extension of increasing the size and commitment of being
part of the breeding industry."
   Katz said he and Libfeld are still finalizing the exact
number of yearlings they will offer in the Lexington Select
Sale, but emphasized all of their colts will be for sale and
the majority of the fillies, too.
   Katz said the volume of what he and Libfeld are doing is
with the intent of becoming comparable to industry giant
Brittany Farms.
   "To me, Brittany Farms is the gold-star standard of
standardbred racing on every level," Katz said. "We would
like to emulate some of the success Brittany Farms has had
over the last 20-25 years. There's nobody that has done it
better than George Segal (owner of Brittany Farms). But I
believe people have to understand that the new model of
breeding and being in the production of the standardbred
industry is perhaps different than it was 20-25 years ago.
The breeders of today, Brittany Farms, Diamond Creek,
Lindy Farms and Libfeld/Katz and some of the others, all
basically do the same thing. We race from time to time, we
have partnerships from time to time and we continue to
expand our broodmare band and our commitment to
breeding. They are the new emerging model for
standardbred breeding, which are people that have a long
love and commitment to the industry. They still want to
participate in the breeding side of it, but inevitably you get
involved in racing parts of it as well."
   Katz and Libfeld credited the team of individuals involved
in all aspects of their operation for the program's success.
The collaborative effort includes bloodstock agent Perry
Soderberg and Jimmy Glass, whose late father, Bart, was
instrumental in helping Katz and Libfeld select yearlings and
broodmares, and trainers Jimmy Takter, Tony Alagna and
Julie Miller.
   "It's a team effort, without question," he said. "We're very
excited about the new relationship with Bob Brady, manager
of Kentuckiana Farms. Last fall we changed the format of
how we were approaching this and Bob Brady took over the
breeding side of it and raising the foals and so forth, and I
think that's going to have a dramatic change in our mindset
and will have a vast improvement in the product we are able
to produce in the future.
   "But in terms of what is going on now, we think the best is
yet to come. What we're really excited about are the fillies
and mares that have been added in the last five years with
Perry's assistance and Jimmy Takter and the people we
work with closely. They've really assisted us and pointed us
in the right direction in the overall aspect of it. There are
others who have done it for a long period of time, and we'd
like to emulate some of them like Brittany Farms who have
been able to do that. We'd like to put ourselves in that
discussion someday."
|Share This Story|
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